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Edwin Arlington Robinson is one of the most popular poets of all time. 
His masterpieces have been recognized worldwide. He often uses figurative 
speeches including paradox to emphasize his meaning in his poems. In this 
research, the writer analyzes the paradox found in five of his selected poems, 
which are ―An Old Story‖, ―Reuben Bright‖, ―The Dead Village‖, ―Ballad by the 
Fire‖ and ―Dear Friends‖. In those five poems, the writer finds the paradoxical 
expressions and then interprets the meaning. 
 
The objectives of this research are to find paradox expressions in Edwin 
Arlington Robinson‘s selected poems and to present the meanings of those 
paradox expressions. This research is designed by using descriptive method, while 
the analysis of the novel is presented by using thematic analysis to obtain the full 
interpretation of the paradox meaning in the poems. Then, the writer finds that in 
each of the five poems, there are numerous paradox expressions. Robinson applies 
those paradoxes for the readers to get full comprehension about his poems. Those 
paradoxes emphasize various social issues. In ―An Old Story‖, the paradox 
emphasizes the theme of the poem, which is people‘s hatred toward others. In 
―Reuben Bright‖, Robinson uses paradox to imply the theme ―do not judge a 
person by his outside look‖. In ―The Dead Village‖, Robinson uses paradox to 
indicate the theme ―environmental damage‖ and ―the childhood memory in a 
village‖. In ―Ballad by the Fire‖, Robinson uses paradox to indicate the theme 
about changes, future and friendship. Last but not least, in ―Dear Friends‖, 
Robinson uses paradox to convey the theme ―a profession does not define a 
person‖. 
 
Similar to the conclusion, the implication of the research is that Edwin 
Arlington Robinson, the author of those five poems, tackles numerous issues in 
daily life. In other words, Robinson arranges the themes of the poems based on 
the social lives that surround him. He also implies his personal life in the poems, 
such as ―Dear Friends‖.   
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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
 
A. Background 
Literature reflects the various experiences, ideas, passions of human 
beings in their daily life that express on several forms and styles of literary 
works. Since literature directly derives from human life, it can increase our 
knowledge and experiences about human problems including values, morals, 
cultures, and human interests. Wellek and Warren (1956:15) says ―Literature 
is a creative activity and art without artistic values literature would be just 
another kind writing, along with scientific, works, reports, etc.‖ Millar 
(1970:18) says it also increase human being‘s knowledge or insight, enrich 
their spirits and make them more civilized. It can help them comprehend other 
people‘s condition and qualities. Therefore, literature helps human beings 
grow, both personally and intellectually. It provides an objective base for 
knowledge and understanding. It links them with the broader cultural, 
philosophic, and religious world of which they are a part. 
A poem is one literature forms. According to Perrine (1969:553) a 
poem is a kind of literary works which is created by composition of selected 
words which conceives a meaning. It is also a medium of communication. If 
we read a poem we can feel what the author feels when he or she reads the 
poem. The language employed in poems can reflect the idea and the life of the 
author. Miller and Greenberg (1986:66) say that in poem, the poets use 
  
 
 
 
figurative language to express their experiences. Figurative language in poems 
also affords imaginative pleasure, intensifies readers emotion to the world 
constructed so that the language employed is fully informative. When we read 
poem, its words can influence our emotion and feelings. This indicates the 
success of a poem when it has been able to make the readers to comprehend 
the points of the story. A poet writes his/her poem to give certain impression 
to the readers, therefore when reading poem we can feel happy, sad, even, or 
angry. 
One of the figurative languages mostly found in poem is paradox. 
Paradox is a contrary expression. In paradox we will find contradiction from 
the words or situations. Paradox is interesting because it makes the readers 
engaged in the story and suprised at the end of the poem. In poem, paradox is 
not just a clever or comical statement or use of words. It has serious 
implication because it makes statements that often summarize the major 
themes of the work they are used in. For example, In George Orwell‘s Animal 
Farm, one part of the cardinal rule is the statement, In George Orwell‘s 
―Animal Farm‖ (1945); ―All animals are equal, but some are more equal than 
others‖. This line seems to not make any sense. However, on closer 
examination, it gets clear that Orwell points out a political truth. The 
government in the novel claims that everyone is equal but it has never treated 
everyone equally. It is the concept of equality stated in this paradox that is 
opposite to the common belief of equality. In his short lyric ―My Heart Leaps 
Up When I Behold‖ (1807), William Wordsworth remembers the joys of his 
  
 
 
 
past and says ―Child is father of the man‖. This line has seemingly incorrect 
proposition but when we look deep into its meaning, we see the truth. The 
poet is saying that the childhood experiences become the basis for all adult 
occurrences. The childhood of a person shapes his life and consequently 
―fathers‖ or creates the grown-up adult (Rescher, 2001:78-82).  
The above reading may bring out the question, ―Why is paradox used 
when a message can be conveyed in a straightforward and simple manner?‖ 
The answer lies in the nature and purpose of literature. Just like mentioned 
before,  one of the functions of literature is to make the readers enjoy reading. 
Readers enjoy more when they extract the hidden meanings out of the writing 
rather than something presented to them in an uncomplicated manner. Thus, 
the chief purpose of a paradox is to give pleasure. 
In poem, the use of paradox is not confined to mere wit and pleasure; 
rather, it becomes an integral part of poetic diction. Poems usually make use 
of a paradox to create a remarkable thought or image out of words. Some 
types of paradox in poem are meant to communicate a tone of irony to its 
readers as well as lead their thoughts to the immediate subject. Paradox in 
most poems normally strives to create feelings of intrigue and interest in 
readers‘ minds to make them think deeper and harder to enjoy the real 
message of the poem (Searle, 2005:65). 
This is the main reason why the writer is interested in analyzing 
paradox in poem. The writer chooses five poems by one of the most prominent 
poets, Edwin Arlington Robinson. Those five poems are ―An Old  Story‖, 
  
 
 
 
―Rueben Bright‖, ‖The Dead Village‖, ―Ballad by The Fire‖, and ―Dear 
Friends‖. Those five poems are among Edwin Arlington Robinson‘s best 
works as well as literature masterpiece.  
B. Problems Statement 
 Based on the above information, the writer focuses on research questions 
as follows: 
1. What are paradox expressions found in Edwin Arlington Robinson‘s 
selected poems? 
2. What are the meanings of those paradox expressions? 
C. Objective of Research 
The objectives of the study can be stated as follows: 
1. To find paradox expressions in Edwin Arlington Robinson‘s selected 
poems. 
2. To present the meanings of those paradox expressions. 
D. Significance of Research 
The significances of the study are as follows: 
1. This research strongly contributes to a better understanding of the use of 
figurative languages in poem, especially of paradox. 
2. This thesis strongly contributes in helping people understand the meanings 
and conveyed by the poets. 
3. This thesis strongly contributes to increase appreciation of poems for 
young generation in order that they know how important the value of 
poems is. 
  
 
 
 
4. This thesis provides to the readers references and knowledges especially 
for those who are interested in writing the same topic research. 
E. Scope of Study 
      The writer focuses on the analysis of figurative language, which is 
paradox that is found in Edwin Arlington Robinson‘s five selected poems. 
Those poems are ―An Old  Story‖, ―Rueben Bright‖, ―The Dead Village‖, 
―Ballad by The Fire‖, and ―Dear Friends‖. The writer analyzes the expressions 
or lines that imply paradox. The writer then observes the meanings of each 
expression or line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER II 
 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A. Previous Findings 
  
 
 
 
Before stepping further to this research, the writer presents some 
previous researches that have several similarities to this research. They are 
as follows:  
Zannah (2011) in the thesis entitled “A Semantic Analysis of 
Figurative Expressions by David Archuletta in His Selected Twelve Song 
Lyrics‖. The research includes analysis of paradox, metaphor,  
personification, simile and irony in those selected songs. The writer found 
that there were 35 figurative languages that included 12 expressions of 
personification (34%), 11 metaphors (31%), 10 paradoxes (29%), 1 simile 
(3%) and 1 irony (3%).  
Jensen (2011) in his thesis A Poetic Paradox ―Reality and the 
Imagination in the Meta-Poetry of Louis Dudek‖. This thesis examines the 
poem of Louis Dudek, the prolific Canadian poet and critic, in order to 
elucidate the ways in which he balances competing realist and 
transcendentalist urges over the course of a career that spans more than 
sixty years. From his earliest ―social-realist poem and polemics in the 
1940s to his late ―transcendental-realist‖ poems, Dudek displays a 
consistent interest in the poetic process. Through his self-reflexive poem 
or ―meta-poem, in particular, Dudek begins to unite the seemingly 
disparate elements of his poetic project into an imaginative, intelligent, 
and coherent vision of universal significance. In the 1940s, Dudek‗s meta-
poem points most clearly to discrepancies between his early ―social-
realist poems and First Statement polemics; in the 1950s and 1960s, 
6 
  
 
 
 
Dudek‗s meta-poem continues to identify and embrace the paradoxes or 
tensions that permeate much of his oeuvre; and in his late poem, Dudek 
achieves an extraordinary balance between reality and the imagination by 
transforming Continuation, his final long poem, into a metaphor for the 
mind of the poet and for the poetic process. Ultimately, Dudek‗s poetics of 
paradox allows him to reaffirm poetry‗s ability to create order out of the 
―chaos of reality and to draw ever closer to his transcendental vision of 
―Atlantis, the ―hidden reality beyond the known and knowable world. 
The two previous researches have similarities to this research. Both 
analyzed paradox expressions. The first research examined several 
figurative languages in David Archuletta‘s songs, and the second only 
observed paradox in poem. The difference is that this research only 
analyzes paradox found in Edwin Arlington Robinson‘s poems. 
Furthermore, the first research Zannah displays the percentages of the 
occurrences of the figurative languages found in the song, while this 
research does not. The second research explores paradox with realism and 
transcendentalism in the poem, while this research does not.  
B. Poem 
Poem is a universal language. It is considered ancient. The most 
primitive peoples have used it, and the most civilized have cultivated it. In 
all ages and all countries, poem has be written, and eagerly read or listened 
to, by all of the people. Poem which has the considerable strength of 
communication in the society becomes the most favorite and popular 
  
 
 
 
literary work in the world. The ability of poem in entertaining, giving 
lesson and satisfying the readers becomes the main things that make it 
popular. Moreover it can humanize its readers through the lessons implied 
in it (Rifkin and Ryan, 2004:193). 
According to Holcombe (2006:8) poem is piece of literature 
written by a poet in meter or verse displaying various emotions which are 
expressed by the use of variety of techniques including metaphors, similes 
and onomatopoeia. The emphasis on the aesthetics of language and the use 
of techniques such as repetition, meter and rhyme are what are commonly 
used to distinguish poem from prose. Poems often make heavy use of 
imagery and word association to quickly convey emotions. 
 Poem consists of theme, meaning, feeling, tone, and intention. By 
reading the poem, we are always confronted with the imagination and the 
use of words, so it requires more interpretation to reveal the meanings, 
because one hallmark of poem is to use a unique language. It is one of the 
literary works that express the poet‘s thoughts and feelings through the 
medium of language which is imaginatively beautiful, dense and short. 
Therefore, poem requires background, usually created by looking at what‘s 
going on with life as object that is expressed by the poet in his work 
(Perrine 1969:4).  
According to Andrew (1991:22) a poem is a pattern, not of sound 
or of movement, but experience, carefully organizes structures. It is a close 
  
 
 
 
knit patterns, rhythm and rhyme, and other sound effects, repetition, 
referring images all combined to make it seamless whole.  
A poem can contain any number of features. Usually it is broken 
down into lines and stanzas. They can contain full sentences or just 
fragments, or a combination. A poem can be happy or sad, simple or 
complex, traditional or rebellious. The hallmark of a poem is that it says 
much in few words. It can exist within a framework of prose, or it can 
exist on its own. Its chief function is to lend insight, poking its nose into 
unseen corners, sniffing out signs of life where none were detected before. 
A poem can evoke awe, inspire action or provide food for thought. It can 
provide an amusing escape (as in humor), or it can command solemnity (as 
in religious hymns) (Jenkins, 2007:87-96).  
C. Paradox  
The term Paradox is from the Greek word ―paradoxon‖ that means 
contrary to expectations, existing belief or perceived opinion. It is a 
statement that appears to be self-contradictory or silly but may include a 
latent truth. It is also used to illustrate an opinion or statement contrary to 
accepted traditional ideas. A paradox is often used to make a reader think 
over an idea in innovative way (Cook, 2013:5). 
Paradox, apparently self-contradictory statement, the underlying 
meaning of which is revealed only by careful scrutiny. The purpose of a 
paradox is to arrest attention and provoke fresh thought. The statement 
―Less is more‖ is an example. Francis Bacon‘s saying, ―The most 
  
 
 
 
corrected copies are commonly the least correct,‖ is an earlier literary 
example. In George Orwell‘s anti-utopian satire ―Animal Farm‖ (1945), 
the first commandment of the animals‘ commune is revised into a witty 
paradox: ―All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than 
others.‖  
Paradox has several functions in poems. Paradox serves to create 
tension in the readers' minds by placing words or phrases together so that 
they first do not seem to follow the rules of logic or accepted truth. This 
use of contradiction in language often causes an audience to think on a 
deeper level about the implied meaning of such a contradictory statement. 
Authors who effectively use paradoxical wording reveal some element of 
truth within an apparently untrue statement. Paradox is sometimes 
structured differently in poems than in prose, and it can often have 
multiple layers of meaning expressed in fewer words (Brooks 2001:32). 
Poets usually employ paradox to create an unusual thought or 
visual image with words. The same words would often otherwise read as 
ordinary and unremarkable when placed in a different combination or 
context. Some types of paradox in poems are meant to convey a tone of 
irony as well as lead to reader contemplation on the subject of a certain 
poem. This kind of irony from a paradoxical poem normally generates 
feelings of intrigue in readers' minds and causes them to read with a 
greater amount of focus as well as a deeper level of contemplation (37). 
 
  
 
 
 
D. The Functions of Paradox 
Similarly, the function of paradox goes beyond mere wit or 
attention-getting. Modern critics view it as a device, integral to poetic 
language, encompassing the tensions of error and truth simultaneously, not 
necessarily by startling juxtapositions but by subtle and continuous 
qualifications of the ordinary meaning of words (Rescher, 2001:34).  
Perrine (1974:650), states that the value of paradox is its shock 
value. Its seeming impossibility startles the reader into attention and thus, 
remaining flatly self-contradictory, e.g. everything I say is a lie). 
Wordsworth‘s line ‗The Child is father of the man‘ and ‗Shakespeare‘s the 
truest poetry is the most feigning‘ are notable literary examples. Ancient 
theorists of rhetoric described paradox as a figure of speech, but 20
th
 
century critics have given it a higher importance as a mode of 
understanding by which poetry challenges our habits of thought. Paradox 
was cultivated especially by poets of the 17
th
 century, often in the verbally 
is pervasive in the literature of Christianity, a notoriously paradoxical 
religion. In wider sense, the term may also be applied to a person or 
situation characterized by striking contradictions. 
As it is mentioned before, paradox can be a statement that appears 
to be self-contradictory or silly but may include a latent truth. It is also 
used to illustrate an opinion or statement contrary to accepted traditional 
ideas. Moreover, paradox is often used to make a reader think over an idea 
in innovative way. For examples: 
  
 
 
 
―Your enemy‘s friend is your enemy.‖ 
―I am nobody.‖ 
―What a pity that youth must be wasted on the young.‖ – George Bernard 
Shaw 
―Wise fool‖ 
―Truth is honey which is bitter.‖ 
―I can resist anything but temptation.‖ – Oscar Wilde 
From the above examples of paradox, it can be said that paradox 
creates a humorous effect on the readers because of its ridiculousness. 
E. Meaning in a Poem 
In the search for ways of attaining or the total significance of a 
poem, the meaning of the words used is the most important of all. 
Obviously the poet‘s prime task is so to use words that, when we read 
what he wrote, we can understand the meaning. 
Although the prime function of lexical words is to convey the 
national meaning, most of such words, especially when used in poem, can 
be made to do other work as part of their total meaning. Words can be 
used not only to denote or to describe the world outside us and the world 
within. We can, by our specific of the words open to us, convey how we 
feel about such thing. Words, in addition to the information they supply, 
by the fact of its apparent absurdity, it underscores the truth of what is 
being said. It also causes us to realize this actually, too, and probably 
surprise us enjoyable at the same time. Consider this sentence, ―The 
  
 
 
 
peasant, and live in a large world than the globe-trotter.‖ Here, there are 
two different meanings of larger are contrasted: ―in spiritual values‖ 
versus ―greater in miles‖ (Terry, 2000:119). 
The meaning of a poem is the expresses, it is nothing less. It is 
useful to make a distinction between total meanings of a poem it 
communicates and its prose meaning. The prose meaning will not 
necessarily or perhaps even usually be an idea. It may be a story, it may be 
a description, it may be a statement of emotion, of these (Schmidt, 
1999:86).  
Since it is sometimes so complicated to figure out why an author 
wrote a poem, it should come as no surprise that it can be equally difficult 
to determine what a poem means. This is, of course, one reason that 
reading a poem is enjoyable. It can be like a puzzle trying to figure out a 
writer's depth of meaning from that which is said or left unsaid. When 
searching for the meaning of a poem, it is important to consider each word 
the poet uses. Poets tend to choose their words carefully and to write with 
precision. Therefore, readers should think about every possible meaning 
each word can have and alternate meanings that phrases could take on. 
They should also pick every piece apart, and not assume anything. That 
way, when they put it all back together in our mind, they will have an 
accurate assessment of the poem's meanings. They can debate with others 
about those meanings to garner a deeper revelation about the message 
(Dean 2007:36). 
  
 
 
 
At times, inference must play a large role in interpreting the 
meaning and purpose of a poem. Yet an inference cannot be made without 
incorporating the reader's own prior knowledge, experiences or bias. 
Because of its interpretive nature, poetry nearly begs readers to include 
pieces of themselves in their conclusions. While these inferences can be a 
viable part of a poem's interpretation, readers should beware of using them 
exclusively. When in doubt, stick with the poet's words. Dig deep and 
learn from them, rather than rushing to a snap judgment that is based too 
much on the reader‘s own perspective (40). 
Meanwhile, paradox is an apparent contradiction that is 
nevertheless somehow true. It may be either a situation or a statement. In a 
paradoxical statement the contradiction usually stems from one of the 
words being used figuratively or in more than one sense. 
An element of paradox in poem function gives focus on the 
meaning of a word or a situation beyond what it first appears to be. This 
characteristic serves to create a new meaning in place of conventional set 
of words. It further serves to give value to poem whole.    
Paradox, a statement or expression so surprisingly self-
contradictory as to provoke us into seeking another sense or context in 
which it would be true although some paradoxes cannot be resolved into 
truths, may have an emotive quality, carrying an emotive charge, can have 
undertones and overtones of feeling that they have acquired in the course 
of their sometimes long history (Longenbach, 1997:96). 
  
 
 
 
F. Thematic Analysis in Poems 
Theme is the main part in every literary works. By knowing the 
theme we can take and understand the idea in that literary works. Literary 
works are used to entertain, to teach a moral lesson, to convey meaning, or 
more importantly, to make the reader aware of some aspect of the human 
condition. Through their work, writers creatively share their ideas and 
express themes that are timeless and universal. Furthermore, certain 
themes can be understood by people regardless of age, gender, geography, 
or culture. This commonality makes them universal. Universal themes 
developed in a story, poem, or play ultimately expand the reader‘s 
knowledge of being human by the expression of experiences through 
different perspectives (Waluyo, 2002:17). 
Thematic analysis is the most common form of analysis in literary 
research. It emphasizes pinpointing and examining patterns (or "themes") 
within data. Themes are patterns across data sets that are important to the 
description of a phenomenon and are associated to a specific research 
question. In other words, the themes become the categories for analysis 
(Macqueen 2012: 11). 
Macqueen (47-50) also says that thematic analysis in poems is 
related to the plot. It is the way the argument or presentation of the 
material of the poem is developed. For instance a poem might state a 
problem in eight lines, an answer to the problem in the next six; of the 
eight lines stating the problem, four might provide a concrete example, 
  
 
 
 
four a reflection on what the example implies. He further explains that 
when looking at thematic structure, researchers might look for conflicts, 
ambiguities and uncertainties, the tensions in the poem, as these give clear 
guides to the direction of meanings in the poem. 
Macqueen (63-64) also emphasizes the world-view and the 
ideology in the poem. He puts out questions such as; ―What are the basic 
ideas about the world that are expressed?‖ and ―What areas of human 
experience are seen as important, and what is valuable about them?‖ A 
poem about love, for instance, might implicitly or explicitly suggest that 
individual happiness is the most important thing in the world, and that it 
can be gained principally through one intimate sexually-based relationship 
- to the exclusion, say, of problems of social or political injustice, human 
brokenness and pain, or other demands on us as humans. It might also 
suggest that the world is a dangerous, uncertain place in which the only 
sure ground of meaningfulness is to be found in human relationships, or it 
might suggest on the other hand that human love is grounded in divine 
love, and in the orderliness and the value of the natural world with all its 
beauties. 
G. Biography of Edwin Arlington Robinson 
On December 22, 1869, Edwin Arlington Robinson was born in 
Head Tide, Maine (the same year as W. B. Yeats). His family moved to 
Gardiner, Maine, in 1870, which renamed ―Tilbury Town," became the 
backdrop for many of Robinson‘s poems. Robinson described his 
  
 
 
 
childhood as stark and unhappy; he once wrote in a letter to Amy Lowell 
that he remembered wondering why he had been born at the age of six. 
After high school, Robinson spent two years studying at Harvard 
University as a special student and his first poems were published in the 
Harvard Advocate. 
Robinson privately printed and released his first volume of poem, 
The Torrent and the Night Before, in 1896 at his own expense; this 
collection was extensively revised and published in 1897 as The Children 
of the Night. Unable to make a living by writing, he got a job as an 
inspector for the New York City subway system. In 1902 he published 
Captain Craig and Other Poems. This work received little attention until 
President Theodore Roosevelt wrote a magazine article praising it and 
Robinson. Roosevelt also offered Robinson a sinecure in a U.S. Customs 
House, a job he held from 1905 to 1910. Robinson dedicated his next 
work, The Town Down the River (1910), to Roosevelt. 
Robinson‘s first major success was The Man Against the Sky 
(1916). He also composed a trilogy based on Arthurian legends: Merlin 
(1917), Lancelot (1920), and Tristram (1927), which won a Pulitzer Prize 
in 1928. Robinson was also awarded a Pulitzer Prize for his Collected 
Poems (1921) in 1922 and The Man Who Died Twice (1924) in 1925. For 
the last twenty-five years of his life, Robinson spent his summers at the 
MacDowell Colony of artists and musicians in Peterborough, New 
  
 
 
 
Hampshire. Robinson never married and led a notoriously solitary 
lifestyle. He died in New York City on April 6, 1935.  
  
 
 
 
CHAPTER III 
 METHOD OF RESEARCH 
A. Methodology of Research 
The method used in this research is descriptive method. Descriptive 
method is a method to collect and analyze data as they are (Winardi, 1979:60). 
The writer uses the method to describe everything related to the topic of the 
research. In this case the writer explains paradox style in the selected poems 
by Edwin Arlington Robinson. Furthermore,  the writer applies thematic 
analysis. Thematic analysis is used in qualitative research and focuses on 
examining themes within data. This approach emphasizes organization and 
rich description of the data set. Thematic analysis goes beyond simply 
counting phrases or words in a text and moves on to identifying implicit and 
explicit ideas within the data (Guest, 2012:11).  
B. Source of the Data Collection 
There are two sets of data that are used in this research, namely: 
1. Primary Data 
Primary data are the data that becomes a major source in this study. 
These data are obtained from five of Edwin Arlington Robinson‘s poem, 
which are are ―An Old  Story‖, ―Rueben Bright‖, ―The Dead Village‖, 
―Ballad by The Fire‖, and ―Dear Friends‖. 
 
2. Secondary Data 
19 
  
 
 
 
Secondary data are from various resources that possibly support 
the analysis. All the information about paradox is taken from linguistic 
books, Internet articles, dictionary etc. 
C. Instrument of the Research  
 The writer used note-taking to identify the paradox expressions that 
were found in those five poems by Edwin Arlington Robinson. 
D. Procedure of Data Collection 
In collecting the data, a written method is used. The source of data is 
those five poems by Edwin Arlington Robinson. As mentioned before, the 
data are expressions or lines that contain paradox in those poems. The 
procedures of collecting the data are as follows:  
1. Reading the five poems continuously.  
2. Identifying those paradoxical expressions found in the poems.  
3. Underlining those paradoxical expressions in each of the poems.  
4. Writing down those paradoxical expressions to be analyzed later. 
E. Procedures of Data Analysis 
In analyzing the data in this thesis, descriptive method was applied in 
which all the facts that were related to the object of the analysis in this thesis 
were described. Thematic analysis was also applied to find the detail and 
thorough meanings of those paradoxical expressions found in those five 
poems by Edwin Arlington Robinson. Here are the complete procedures of 
data analysis: 
  
 
 
 
1. After gathering the data, the writer categorized the data and analyzed those 
paradoxical expressions. 
2. Dividing the poems into parts: trying to understand what the organization 
was, how the poems proceeded, and what elements or principles guided 
this organization (Was there a reversal, a climax, a sequence of some kind, 
sets of oppositions?) 
3. Interpreting those paradoxical expressions by applying thematical analysis 
based on Macqueen‘s theory. 
4. Paying attention to the tone of the poem and its attitude to its subject, as 
revealed in intonation, nuance, the kind of words used, and so forth. 
5. Making conclusions based on findings and suggestions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
 
 
CHAPTER IV 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter overviews the analysis of paradox in Edwin Arlington 
Robinson‘s five selected poems, which are ―An Old Story‖, ―Rueben Bright‖, 
―The Dead Village‖, ―Ballad by the Fire‖ and ―Dear Friends‖. Based on the 
problem statements in chapter I, the writer analyzes paradoxical expressions in 
those poems, and interprets the meaning. 
A. FINDING 
Based on the problem statements in the previous chapter, the findings are 
as follows: 
Title of 
the 
Poem 
Paradoxical Expressions Stanza 
& Line 
Meanings 
An Old 
Story 
“Strange that I did not know him then.” 
 
“That friend of mine!” (Datum 1) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First 
stanza & 
line 1 
& line 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first line indicates that the 
person did not recognize someone 
in the past. However, in the second 
line, that someone turned out to be 
his friend. This reveals that the 
person did not really know him 
very well. Those two lines are 
paradoxical because if somebody 
has a friend, then he must know 
him well enough. 
22 
  
 
 
 
”My envy of the praise he had” 
“For praising me” (Datum 2) 
Second  
stanza & 
line 3-4 
Both of the lines in the second 
stanza show that the person was 
infuriating for the fact that his 
friend got all the credit which 
deserved to be his. Those lines are 
paradoxical because he got to do 
all the work but his friend got all 
the appreciation. 
Reuben 
Bright 
“Because he was a butcher and thereby 
Did earn an honest living (and did right), 
I would not have you think that Reuben Bright 
Was any more a brute than you or I;”  (Datum 3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“For when they told him that his wife   must die, 
He stared at them, and shook with grief and fright, 
And cried like a great baby half that night, 
And made the women cry to see him cry.”  (Datum 4) 
First 
stanza & 
line 1-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second 
stanza & 
line 5-8 
Line 1 to 4 reveals that Reuben 
Bright was a butcher, which refers 
to rough, unintellectual and lower-
class type of a profession. It 
indicates the setting of the society 
underestimate a kind of job such 
as butchery. The idea in the first 
stanza is paradoxical because 
Rueben Bright is depicted as a 
butcher but his manners are unlike 
most typical butchers.  
The second stanza implies that 
looks could betray someone‘s 
personality. This is a similar idea 
of paradox developed in the first 
  
 
 
 
stanza. The manners of Reuben 
Bright are contradictory to those of 
common butchers in which he is 
loving and sensitive. 
The 
Dead 
Village 
“And there were little children here to play,   
With small soft hands that once did keep in tune 
The strings that stretch from heaven, till too soon 
The change came, and the music passed away.” 
(Datum 5) 
 
 
 
 
“Now there is nothing but the ghosts of things,— 
No life, no love, no children, and no men; And over 
the forgotten place there clings  
The strange and unrememberable light  (Datum 6) 
 
 
 
 
 
“Did glimmer on dead Sardis, men were gay” 
(Datum 7) 
First 
stanza & 
line 5-8 
 
 
 
 
Second 
stanza & 
line 9-13 
 
 
 
 
 
First 
stanza & 
line 4 
 
The first stanza portrays the 
condition of a place, a place that 
was once full of children coming 
to play; a place that was 
surrounded with beautiful music, 
until it changed.  
 
The second stanza clearly says that 
the place, which was almost an 
ideal place to live, was gone and 
forgotten. The paradox in both 
stanzas are similar, which is a 
beautiful place that changes into 
an empty forgotten place. 
 
The two words ―glimmer‖ and 
―dead‖ are substantially 
contradictory. Glimmer means that 
something that shine that indicates 
  
 
 
 
a feeling of something  positive, 
while dead refers to something 
negative; lifeless, empty, or 
lacking something. This implies 
that the happiness has turned 
sorrow.  
Ballad 
by the 
Fire 
“And with a weak, remindful glow,”  (Datum 8) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Then, with a melancholy glee”  (Datum 9) 
 
 
 
 
First 
stanza & 
line 6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Second 
stanza & 
line 1 
 
 
The word ―weak‖ means inability, 
lacking power, firmness or 
strength of will, while the word 
―glow‖ means something that 
shines brightly and steadily. It 
produces continuous light and 
warmth. This implies that he had a 
considerably fond memory with 
someone who was very special in 
his life, but felt quite sad thinking 
about him.  
 
The adjective ―melancholy‖ means 
a gloomy state of mind that could 
lead to prolonged depression, 
while the noun ―glee‖ denotes 
extreme happiness or delight; 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Life is the game that must be played:  
This truth at least, good friend, we know;” 
 (Datum 10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fourth 
stanza & 
line 1-2 
anything that makes someone full 
of joy. The phrase ―melancholy 
glee‖ is similar to the 
interpretation of ―a weak, 
remindful glow‖; the good old 
memory of someone he loved 
made him sad. 
 
The words ―game‖ and ―truth‖ are 
quite paradoxical. Game refers to 
an activity providing entertainment 
or amusement, with humor 
sometimes, while truth is 
conformity to factual matters or 
reality. The two lines indicate that 
life is a series of drama that should 
go on, no matter what happens. 
Dear 
Friends 
“To praise the very thing that he deplores”  
 (Datum 11) 
 
 
 
 
First 
stanza & 
line 3 
 
 
 
The word ―praise‖ has paradoxical 
relation to the word ―deplore‖. 
Praise is used to express 
admiration or approval of the 
achievements or characteristics of 
a person, while deplore occurs 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“The shame I win for singing is all mine”  
  (Datum 12) 
 
 
 
 
Second 
stanza & 
line 4 
when someone strongly 
disapproves of something.  
 
In the second stanza, the words 
―shame‖ and ―win‖ are also 
paradoxical. Shame is a painful 
emotion caused by the awareness 
of having done something wrong 
or foolish, while win is 
achievement, victory or success in 
an effort or venture.  
Those two lines imply that he did 
not care what people thought about 
him, especially about what he did 
for a living. He thought that what 
mattered the most was the passion 
in everything he did. 
 
 
B. DISCUSSION 
 
In this part, the writer analyzes those paradoxical expressions found 
in Edwin Arlington Robinson‘s poem, which are ―An Old Story‖, ―Rueben 
Bright‖, ―The Dead Village‖, ―Ballad by the Fire‖, and ―Dear Friends‖. The 
  
 
 
 
analysis is approached by using thematical analysis, which is based on 
chapter two. 
1. An Old Story 
The author in this poem talks about the hatred people have inside 
them. He called this poem "An Old Story" because he probably hated 
someone in his past and always wanted to get rid of that person. This is 
clearly shown in the following lines: 
“Strange that I did not know him then. 
That friend of mine! 
I did not even show him then. 
One friendly sign.” 
Datum 1 describes that someone does not recognize his own friend. 
He feels weird and strange about his friend. He feels that he does not know 
the real characters of his friend‘s.  
Those lines contain paradox, due to the fact that two people who 
become friends should have proper introduction to each other, especially 
when they are close friends. This reveals that the person does not really 
know him very well. It looks like the person misjudges him, has a different 
perspective on their relationship, and treats him the wrong way. Look at the 
following lines: 
“But cursed him for the ways he had 
To make me see 
My envy of the praise he had 
  
 
 
 
For praising me” 
Those lines convey that between the two friends, there is a problem 
about their relationship. It seems that they have problem about loyality, 
trust, and respect to each other. The author implies that having a trustworthy 
circle of friends is important to most people. However, there may come a 
time when you feel that one of your most beloved friends has stabbed you in 
the back. When this happens, it is difficult to forgive and trust that person 
again.  
This happens to the person. The person learns that his friend tries to 
take credit for something he has accomplished. That friend puts him down 
behind his back and then tries to claim credit for his expertise. This is shown 
in the datum 2: 
“My envy of the praise he had 
For praising me” 
Yet, when that friend dies, he feels sad for him and thinks that he 
shouldn't have hated him too much. Look at the following lines: 
“I would have rid the earth of him 
Once, in my pride .. 
I never knew the worth of him 
Until he died ..” 
The author depicts that he has lost a friend over a misunderstanding. 
He has a very negative presumption about his friend. He thinks that his 
friend has betrayed him and stolen all the credits for everything he has done. 
  
 
 
 
He is very disappointed. He never clears up the misunderstanding, so it ruins 
the friendship. He tries to walk away from the situation even tries to get rid 
of him. He does not get the chance to fix the problem up because his friend 
dies.  
The author shows so much hatred towards his friend, but then his 
attitude changes directly when his friend dieds. First he hates his friend so 
much that he wants to get rid of him, but then when his friend dies his 
attitude changes to a very hating person to a very sorrowful feeling person. 
The shift on this poem is in the third stanza and on lines third and 
fourth which says "I never knew the worth of him - until he died." This is 
the shift of this poem because its shows the author‘s hatred and 
sorrowfulness towards his friend at the same time. Until the third line, it 
shows the author‘s hatred towards his friend, but on the fourth line, it shows 
the authors sorrow feeling towards his friend.  
By the end of poem, the author emphasizes that losing a friend to 
death is not an easy task. He is trying to say that it hurts when anyone that 
we care dies. The pain of losing a great friend is severe and almost 
intolerable, but it should be felt for all it's worth. 
In other words, the theme of this poem is about the hatred the people 
have in this world. Once in a life time peole can hate something or someone 
so much then feel sorry for hating that something or someone when it is 
gone. 
2. Rueben Bright 
  
 
 
 
―Reuben Bright‖ was composed in 1897 and is one of Arlington‘s 
many short masterpieces. It is about psychological character studies of 
people. It tells about a man named Reuben Bright, who works as a butcher. 
Reuben Bright is a butcher because it is a means to support his wife and 
family. He suffers and sacrifices his life for the sake of his wife because that 
is what is required of him. 
“Because he was a butcher and thereby 
Did earn an honest living (and did right), 
I would not have you think that Reuben Bright 
Was any more a brute than you or I;” 
As shown in datum 3, because Reuben Bright is a butcher, people 
underestimate him. The reason people treat him that way is because of his 
social class. Social class refers to a group of people with similar levels of 
wealth, influence, and status. Reuben Bright is lower level, or working class, 
to be more specific. The working class are those minimally educated people 
who engage in ―manual labor‖ with little or no prestige. Unskilled workers 
in the class such as dishwashers, cashiers, maids, and waitresses including 
butchers usually are underpaid and have no opportunity for career 
advancement. They are often called the working poor.  
The author implies that people in the society look down on people 
like Reuben Bright, who has a low paid job. Some people with high paying 
jobs or with high status consider that they earn money so well and believe 
that anyone else can do it or that people with low jobs are not trying hard 
  
 
 
 
enough or are simply lazy. In fact, all jobs are real jobs; it does not matter 
whether it is maximum or minimum wages; whether it is a banker or a 
waiter. The author implies that people define themselves by what they do 
and how much they earn.  
Datum 3 reveals that Reuben Bright is a butcher, which refers to 
rough, unintellectual and lower-class type of a profession. It indicates the 
setting of the society underestimate a kind of job such as butchery. This 
leads to snobbery, in which the society think of other people like Reuben 
Bright as inferior. They do not want to associate with other people who have 
less possession, less power, and less social status. In other words, they 
believe that they are better than others.  
Yet, the last line of the datum 3 ―Was any more a brute than you or 
I‖ suggests that Reuben Bright is no less man than the others; that 
someone‘s profession does not make the person‘s real character; and that 
other ―better‖ people could be more brutal than Reuben Bright.  
Datum 4 implies that looks could betray someone‘s personality: 
“For when they told him that his wife must die, 
He stared at them, and shook with grief and fright, 
And cried like a great baby half that night, 
And made the women cry to see him cry.” 
In datum 4, it is clearly shown that Reuben Bright is a butcher. Due 
to the fact, he is deemed as rough looking man with coarse and bad manners. 
Yet, he is simply in fact a loving and passionate husband who makes an 
  
 
 
 
honest living with a tender heart. When his wife dies, he is totally devastated 
and cries like a baby. People judge Reuben Bright by what he does for a 
living and how he looks and acts. 
―Don‘t judge a book by the cover‖ is always right. People should not 
be judged by what they look like or what they have done. Reuben Bright 
may seem rough and hard on the outside, but he could be nice and sensitive 
on the inside. People are like books. Books should not even be judged by 
their cover, but what is on the inside. Reuben Bright may not have the 
greatest looks in the world, but he has a personality like gold. He is sweet, 
kind, helpful, thoughtful, loving, and treats his wife very well. 
Furthermore, the last stanza denotes the deeper sorrow that Reuben 
Bright feels: 
“And after she was dead, and he had paid 
The singers and the sexton and the rest, 
He packed a lot of things that she had made 
Most mournfully away in an old chest 
Of hers, and put some chopped-up cedar boughs 
In with them, and tore down the slaughter-house.” 
The last stanza depicts the funeral of Reuben Bright‘s wife. He takes 
care everything including paying the church for the funeral service. He also 
packs his wife‘s belongings in a deep grief. It seems that it is very hard for 
Reuben Bright to keep his wife‘s personal belongings since it brings too 
many memories. He also quits butchering and leaves the slaughterhouse, 
  
 
 
 
since he only does the job to fulfil his responsibility to his wife. Since his 
wife is gone, he has no more reason to work there. 
3. The Dead Village 
In ―The Dead Village‖, Edwin Arlington Robinson talks about two 
things; first is that how people destruct the mother nature, second is about 
someone who misses his hometown that is gone and forgotten. 
The first stanza that contains datum 5 implies the destruction of the earth: 
“HERE there is death. But even here, they say, — 
Here where the dull sun shines this afternoon 
As desolate as ever the dead moon 
Did glimmer on dead Sardis, — men were gay; 
And there were little children here to play, 
With small soft hands that once did keep in tune 
The strings that stretch from heaven, till too soon 
The change came, and the music passed away.” 
In Datum 5, Robinson points out that the damage to the environment 
is increasing at an alarming rate mainly due to human activities. Individuals 
also have a major role to play in the minimizing global environmental 
hazard even though a great deal of effort is now made by governments all 
over the world. 
Robinson uses the metaphors ―the dull sun‖ and ―the dead moon‖. 
Those two metaphors indicate that there are a lot of environmental 
degradations that happen around us. The metaphors emphasize the 
  
 
 
 
environmental degradation is one of the largest threats that are being looked 
at in the world today. Environmental degradation can happen in a number of 
ways. At the point when environments are wrecked or common assets are 
exhausted, the environment is considered to be corrupted and harmed.  
Furthermore, the metaphors lead to the fact that human activites are 
causing the environmental damages. For example, when people extract and 
burn fossil fuels such as coal or petroleum, they cause the release of carbon 
dioxide carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases into the atmosphere. 
Humans are responsible for a variety of environmental problems; that they 
should take responsibility for the impact they have on the environment.  
In the last line of datum 6, Robinson says ―The change came, and the 
music passed away‖. This implies that the environment is changing every 
day. Most changes are for the improvement of the environment and to 
increase the survivability of the species that live within the community. This 
means that some changes cause harm to in community or individual species 
that they happen within.  
The two words “glimmer” and “dead” in datum 7 “Did glimmer 
on dead Sardis, men were gay” are quite paradoxical. Glimmer means that 
something that shine that indicates a feeling of something  positive, while 
dead refers to something negative; lifeless, empty, or lacking something. 
This implies that the happiness has turned sorrow; that the beloved mother 
earth has turned damaged. 
  
 
 
 
Moreover, the first stanza portrays the condition of a place, a place 
that was once full of children coming to play; a place that was surrounded 
with beautiful music, until it changed. Datum 6 clearly says that the place, 
which was almost an  ideal place to live, was gone and forgotten:  
“Now there is nothing but the ghosts of things, — 
No life, no love, no children, and no men; 
And over the forgotten place there clings 
The strange and unrememberable light 
That is in dreams. The music failed, and then 
God frowned, and shut the village from His sight.” 
It implies that  big part of someone‘s life is missing. The place he 
grew up in, the people he grew up with, and the playground he used to play 
at are now nothing. He is depicted to be longing some place that he is 
completely missing. 
Robinson states ―men were gay‖, ―little children here to play‖, ―With 
small soft hands that once did keep in tune‖, ―The strings that stretch from 
heaven‖. Robinson talks about his hometown. He imagines the happiness of 
meeting old friends who still live there, and how great to see family and 
neighbors. Robinson clearly misses the comfort of being back home.  
Robinson becomes nostalgic for his youth in the poem. Times 
change, people grow up and move on with their lives, and it is hard not to 
yearn for the simpler days when you were just a kid without a care in the 
  
 
 
 
world. Robinson feels this sentiment very strongly when he returns to the 
town where he was raised and sees how different it has become.  
It is hard not to notice every time we go back home. As a kid we 
used to love walking downtown; back then the place was beautiful, full of 
friendly faces and fun things to do. But these days they are all gone, just like 
in the line: 
―Now there is nothing but the ghosts of things, 
No life, no love, no children, and no men‖ 
The place has completely changed. Robinson points out that the 
place has become modern. There is no more playgrounds, fields, and trees. 
The natural environment has been damaged by the modernization. It is full 
with strange buildings and lights of the city, just like in the line: 
―The strange and unrememberable light‖ 
4. Ballad by the Fire 
―Ballad by the Fire‖ by Edwin Arlington Robinson shows that 
changes, reflection of the future, and friends are important in life. Robinson 
shows in the poem that change happens in fire; that friends are important to 
life even though death takes friends away. Look at the following lines: 
“Slowly I smoke and hug my knee, 
The while a witless masquerade 
Of things that only children see 
Floats in a mist of light and shade: 
They pass, a flimsy cavalcade, 
  
 
 
 
And with a weak, remindful glow, 
The falling embers break and fade, 
As one by one the phantoms go.” 
Those lines emphasizes that change is inevitable. The author says 
that something is going to happen regardless of how hard you try to fight it. 
Inevitable means unable to be avoided, evaded, or escaped which 
specifically means it will happen whether you like it or not. We all know it 
is going to happen, because it just does. We often question and wonder why 
it does because we like the way things are. We grow comfortable to our 
surroundings and hope nothing bad will ever happen. But when it does, we 
get angry and are forced to deal with it. Yet, changes like these do not 
always happen this way. It just gradually comes without us ever realizing it. 
It comes with the decisions we make, paths we choose, things we do, etc. 
When we do realize it, we find ourselves looking back at the past and 
asking, ―What happened?‖ We do know what happened. We grew up. We 
left old things, old friends, old boyfriends, old girlfriends, old habits behind. 
We were just too busy to stop and look around us. These lines clearly 
emphasize this idea: 
“They pass, a flimsy cavalcade, 
And with a weak, remindful glow, 
The falling embers break and fade, 
As one by one the phantoms go.” 
  
 
 
 
The words “weak” and “glow” in datum 8 have paradoxical 
relations. The word ―weak‖ means iinability, lacking power, firmness or 
strength of will, while the word ―glow‖ means something that shines 
brightly and steadily. It produces continuous light and warmth. This implies 
that he has a considerably fond memory with someone or something who or 
which is very special in his life, but feels quite sad thinking about him or it.  
Furthermore, ―Ballad by the Fire‖ talks about death. Similar to ―An 
Old Story‖, ―Ballad by the Fire‖ also implies about losing someone we care. 
It says that losing a best friend is one of the most painful experiences a 
person can experience. Most people in life have lost a friend sometime in 
their lives, whether the person moved, died, or they lost interest in one 
another.  
Datum 9, “Then, with a melancholy glee” also portrays the sorrow 
of the author. When a best friend dies, the experience is very traumatic, 
something you will never forget or perhaps never get over. It tugs at your 
soul in ways that only can be experienced by those who share your pain.  
Furthermore, both of the two words are paradoxical. The adjective 
“melancholy” means a gloomy state of mind that could lead to prolonged 
depression, while the noun “glee” denotes extreme happiness or delight; 
anything that makes someone full of joy. The phrase ―melancholy glee‖ is 
similar to the interpretation of ―a weak, remindful glow‖; the good old 
memory of someone whom he loved made him sad. 
  
 
 
 
While death happens, life would not be the same if people did not 
make the most of life. Making the most of life means having fun with 
friends. Even though we fear when we lose a best friend due to death or a 
relative, people have to make the most of every day with those they love. 
This is shown in datum 10: 
“Life is the game that must be played: 
This truth at least, good friend, we know;” 
The words “game” and “truth” are quite paradoxical. Game refers to 
an activity providing entertainment or amusement, with humor sometimes, 
while truth is conformity to factual matters or reality. The two lines indicate 
that life is a series of drama that should go on, no matter what happens. This 
is further emphasized in the following lines: 
“So live and laugh, nor be dismayed 
As one by one the phantoms go.” 
Edwin Arlington Robinson created several poems that show the 
emotional pain that people experience in life including the emotional pain of 
losing a beloved friend from dying. Perhaps one reason that he understood 
the emotional pain was the fact that he had lost the woman he loved when 
his brother married her after he had courted her (Smith). The poem, ―the 
―Ballad by the Fire,‖ compare hows changes are inevitable, death happens, 
and friendship. 
5. Dear Friends 
  
 
 
 
In ―Dear Friends,‖ Edwin Arlington Robinson explains his craft of 
writing poetry. The readers can just picture his friends bemoaning his 
writing career. He was not particularly successful until later In life. The 
poem is very sweet, which is his friends‘ care and yet very misdirected 
which is why Robinson responded them by arranging this poem. It is still 
sweet and kind, but also firm as he says ―this is my passion, so let me be.‖ 
As a human being, we often wonder how we can stand our job. Yet, they 
have their own reason why they truly love doing what they do. As Robinson 
says in the last four lines that includes datum 11 and datum 12: 
“To praise the very thing that he deplores, 
So, friends (dear friends), remember, if you will, 
The shame I win for singing is all mine, 
The gold I miss for dreaming is all yours.” 
The word “praise” has paradoxical relation to the word “deplore”. 
Praise is used to express admiration or approval of the achievements or 
characteristics of a person, while deplore occurs when someone strongly 
disapproves of something. In the second stanza, the words “shame” and 
“win” are also paradoxical. Shame is a painful emotion caused by the 
awareness of having done something wrong or foolish, while win is 
achievement, victory or success in an effort or venture.  
Robinson implies that working is not about the money we make. 
People could do other things and make more money, yet their passion is to 
share something with others; to get involved in something they love or they 
  
 
 
 
are good at. Therefore, when someone disparages other‘s career choice, he 
knows that it was the calling that he was given.  
There are different approaches people can take towards the idea of 
changing or improving how they function socially. The biggest one is being 
true to your natural preferences and tendencies and not trying to change 
them for other people. Similarly, Robinson further addresses this peom to 
those people who tend to find their dreams or ambitions are against the 
standard norms and always have dilemmas between being true to themselves 
of fitting to the customs. This is further shown in the following lines: 
“For bubble-work that only fools pursue. 
And if my bubbles be too small for you, 
Blow bigger then your own: the games we play” 
The word “fools” refer to those types of people who are different 
from others; the types that do not conform to the social settings. It is always 
a lot more difficult to be socially accepted when being different than 
conforming to the norm. ―Being different‖ and staying true to myself is 
always a great struggle. They have trouble making friends, and find that 
many individuals distance from them because they are nervous to ―this 
unknown‖ that they are associated with. They gradually internalized this 
disempowerment and social alienation because peoples‘ discomfort made 
them feel uncomfortable and they do not know how to make people feel 
comfortable of their presence, as shown in the following line: 
“And whoso reads may get him some shrewd skill; 
  
 
 
 
And some unprofitable scorn resign,” 
Those line implies that people have to fit some expectations. When 
they do not, they become the object of scorn. There are a lot of certain 
expectations; a proper education, fulfilling jobs, marriages and family. Yet, 
people like Robinson do not fit those perfectly, nor will they ever. They are 
who they are, and that makes them the person they want to be. Robinson 
clearly wants us to bear that in mind. 
The core of Robinson‘s philosophy in the poem is the belief that 
man‘s highest duty is to develop his best attributes as fully as possible. 
Success is measured by the intensity and integrity of his struggle; failure 
consists only in a lack of effort. Robinson was most interested in people who 
had either failed spiritually, or who seemed failures to the world but had 
really succeeded in gaining spiritual wisdom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHAPTER V 
  
 
 
 
CONCLUSION & SUGGESTION 
A. CONCLUSION 
Based on the finding and discussion in the previous chapter, the 
writer concluded that the paradox expressions in Edwin Arlington Robinson‘s 
five poems; ―An Old Story‖, ―Rueben Bright‖, ―The Dead Village‖, ―Ballad 
by the Fire‖ and ―Dear Friends‖ aim at clarifying the meanings the author is 
trying to convey: ―An Old Story‖ emphasizes the theme, which is people‘s 
hatred toward others; ―Reuben Bright‖ implies the theme do not judge a 
person by his outside look; ―The Dead Village‖ indicates the theme 
environmental damage and the childhood memory in a village; ―Ballad by the 
Fire‖ indicates the theme about changes, future and friendship; ―Dear Friends‖ 
conveys the theme a profession does not define a person. 
B. SUGGESTION 
The writer finally gives several suggestions for the English literature 
students and researchers who are interested in similar object of research. They 
are as follows: 
1. The writer suggests that students of English literature are able to analyze 
literary works especially poems with deep observation by using related 
theories. 
2. The writer also suggests that students focus on theme and the figurative 
speech in analyzing poem to get clear understanding of what the poet is 
trying to say. 
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APPENDIX 1 
 
An Old Story 
Strange that I did not know him then. 
That friend of mine! 
I did not even show him then 
One friendly sign; 
But cursed him for the ways he had 
To make me see 
My envy of the praise he had 
For praising me. 
I would have rid the earth of him 
Once, in my pride... 
50 
  
 
 
 
I never knew the worth of him 
Until he died. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 2 
Reuben Bright 
 
Because he was a butcher and thereby 
Did earn an honest living (and did right), 
I would not have you think that Reuben Bright 
Was any more a brute than you or I; 
For when they told him that his wife must die, 
He stared at them, and shook with grief and fright, 
And cried like a great baby half that night, 
And made the women cry to see him cry. 
And after she was dead, and he had paid 
The singers and the sexton and the rest, 
He packed a lot of things that she had made 
Most mournfully away in an old chest 
  
 
 
 
Of hers, and put some chopped-up cedar boughs 
In with them, and tore down the slaughter-house. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 3 
The Dead Village 
 
Here there is death. But even here, they say, 
Here where the dull sun shines this afternoon 
As desolate as ever the dead moon 
Did glimmer on dead Sardis, men were gay; 
And there were little children here to play, 
With small soft hands that once did keep in tune 
The strings that stretch from heaven, till too soon 
The change came, and the music passed away. 
Now there is nothing but the ghosts of things,— 
No life, no love, no children, and no men; 
And over the forgotten place there clings 
The strange and unrememberable light 
That is in dreams. The music failed, and then 
  
 
 
 
God frowned, and shut the village from His sight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPENDIX 4 
 
Ballad by the Fire 
Slowly I smoke and hug my knee, 
The while a witless masquerade 
Of things that only children see 
Floats in a mist of light and shade: 
They pass, a flimsy cavalcade, 
And with a weak, remindful glow, 
The falling embers break and fade, 
As one by one the phantoms go. 
Then, with a melancholy glee 
To think where once my fancy strayed, 
I muse on what the years may be 
Whose coming tales are all unsaid, 
Till tongs and shovel, snugly laid 
Within their shadowed niches, grow 
By grim degrees to pick and spade, 
As one by one the phantoms go. 
But then, what though the mystic Three 
Around me ply their merry trade? -- 
And Charon soon may carry me 
Across the gloomy Stygian glade? -- 
  
 
 
 
Be up, my soul! nor be afraid 
Of what some unborn year may show; 
But mind your human debts are paid, 
As one by one the phantoms go. 
ENVOY 
Life is the game that must be played: 
This truth at least, good friend, we know; 
So live and laugh, nor be dismayed 
As one by one the phantoms go. 
APPENDIX 5 
Dear Friends 
Dear Friends, reproach me not for what I do, 
Nor counsel me, nor pity me; nor say 
That I am wearing half my life away 
For bubble-work that only fools pursue. 
And if my bubbles be too small for you, 
Blow bigger then your own: the games we play 
To fill the frittered minutes of a day, 
Good glasses are to read the spirit through. 
And whoso reads may get him some shrewd skill; 
And some unprofitable scorn resign, 
To praise the very thing that he deplores; 
So, friends (dear friends), remember, if you will, 
The shame I win for singing is all mine, 
The gold I miss for dreaming is all yours. 
 
 
 
